A new method for the synthesis of chiral beta-branched alpha-amino acids.
A new method for the synthesis of chiral beta-branched alpha-amino acids based on a copper-mediated directed allylic substitution reaction with Grignard reagents is reported. This is the first case in which a delta-stereogenic center is controlling the diastereoselectivity of an o-DPPB-directed allylic substitution. Depending on the alkene geometry of the starting material either diastereomer, anti or syn, is accessible with good levels of acyclic stereocontrol.